
BEFORE

AFTER

Th
e 

B
ig

 D
ig

, B
os

to
n

BEFORE                 AFTER

FLYUNDER - HAMMERSMITHLONDON TIMELINE

DECEMBER 2011  The Hammersmith Flyover is dramatically closed just days before Christmas 
as engineers from Transport for London discover eroding cables in the structure. As a vital trunk 
route into the capital, questions are immediately raised as to whether it would be safe to use in 
time for the London 2012 Olympic Games. 

EARLY 2012  As a lane opens 
in each direction, traffic remains 
diverted onto Hammersmith’s 
local roads, affecting businesses 
and residents alike. 

SUMMER 2012 HammersmithLondon supported a group of local 
architects unveil their vision for a Hammersmith Flyunder at the London 
Festival of Architecture. HammersmithLondon sponsored and helped the 
architects organise the festival in Lyric Square which prompted world 
tunnelling experts and Hammersmith business, Halcrow, to get involved and 
produce this visionary image. Although ambitious, the simple image of a tunnel 
emerging from the A4 perfectly captures the mood for change in the area.   

AUTUMN 2012  Support for the Flyunder 
swells and HammersmithLondon and nine local 
architect firms form West London Link. The group 
immediately begin looking at how replacing the 
flyover would present an opportunity to build for the 
economic, social and cultural benefit of all and how 
tunnelling has transformed other cities around the 
world. Transport for London return to the flyover to 
complete its strengthening repair work. 

APRIL 2013  The BID organise an evening exhibition at Hammersmith Town Hall, 
where the architects unveil 15 boards which show in great detail just how Hammersmith 
Town Centre could be radically changed by the removal of the flyover. Attended by more 
than 150 people, the event is an unmitigated success and Labour MP for Hammersmith, 
Andy Slaughter publicly declares his support for the project and promises cross party 
backing for the scheme, which he claims is compelling and important for the town. 

HammersmithLondon is delighted that one of its fledgling projects has culminated in the Mayor of London, Boris Johnson 
backing a £400m tunnelling development in Hammersmith.

The Hammersmith Flyunder Project has garnered national attention for its innovative vision and the BID has been active in 
its involvement since the very beginning. Here is a timeline of events: 

SUMMER 2013  HammersmithLondon produces a video and leaflet on the flyunder 
project which it distributes and shows at further public exhibitions, held in The Broadway 
Centre and Lyric Square. The BID use the exhibitions to encourage the public to register 
their interest in the scheme to the council. The BID attends the unveiling of Transport 
for London’s radical Roads Task Force report, which outlines an innovative future for the 
capital’s roads, including the option of tunnelling. 

OCTOBER 2013  The BID commission an economic study into the project which 
will be undertaken by world engineering experts and Hammersmith business, Halcrow. 
This will presented to TfL alongside the council’s feasibility study in March 2013. Both 
reports are discussed at a public meeting held at the Town Hall where 89% of attendees 
back the scheme.

JANUARY 2014  The BID organise a flyunder workshop for businesses to gauge 
opinion and to have their say on the future development of the town.

FEBRUARY 2014  Mayor of London Boris Johnson publicly 
backs the Hammersmith Flyunder project, saying it is a fantastic 
scheme and he has been impressed with the work of the partners 
behind it. The BID discusses the project at a TfL Roads Task Force 
event, and is well received by the organisation and its partners.

MARCH 2014  The BID and Hammersmith and Fulham 
Council present the economic and feasibility study to 
Transport for London for consideration. 

FEBRUARY 2015  Boris Johnson announces in 
Boston that he wants to put five of London’s busiest roads 
underground and the Hammersmith Flyover tops the list. 

EARLY 2013 HammersmithLondon begin to 
lobby Transport for London and Hammersmith 
and Fulham Council. TfL are initially dismissive 
after announcing it will invest a further £60m into 
the project, taking its total cost for repair work to 
£150m and extending its finite life by another 15-
29 years. The council is receptive to the idea and 
task West London Link with organising a public 
exhibition to further gauge reaction.

SEPTEMBER 2013  The Council 
announce that it will publish a feasibility 
study on the scheme, which will look at 
whether ‘it could, or even, should’ build a 
tunnel under Hammersmith. The council 
liaise with the BID to discuss the economic 
impact on the town and appoint them to the 
Flyunder Steering Group, which will meet 
monthly while the report is being compiled.


